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Public Sector Economists Forum
Second Steering Committee Meeting

Venue:  Metlife Towers, Kimberley
Date: 3rd July 2015
Time: 09:15-14:00
                  ____________________________________________________________
MINUTES


	Attendees:
Pontso Chomane (FS Treasury)
Lungile Shange (KZN Treasury)
Jacob Twala (KZN Treasury)
Sunet Benade (NC Treasury)
Matodzi Rathumbu (GP DED)
Mbuyiselo Sani (FS DETEA)
Lennard Van Vuren (MP Treasury)
Nezaam Joseph (WC Treasury)

Chairperson:
 Paul Court (CT T&I)
	
Dumebi Ubogu (Nat Treasury)
Shirley Robinson (GTAC)
Jongi Ganyile (GP DED)
Malele Mogoane (NW Treasury)
Marumo Mosenogi (NW Treasury) 
Elvis Ramafamba (NC Treasury)
Nelisa Bambani (NC Treasury)


Deputy Chair: 
Moses Mlangeni (WC Treasury)
	Apologies:

Itumeleng Moses
Clive Coetzee
Kgalalelo Setou (NW Treasury)
Jaco Mostert (LP Treasury)
Justin Visagie (EC DEDAT)





	No
	Item

	By Whom

	1
	Apologies (see above)
	Chair

	2
	Welcome
	Chair

	
	· The chairperson welcomed members to the second steering committee meeting of the Public Sector Economist Forum for 2015
· Mr Ramafamba (from Northern Cape Treasury) welcomed members to the Northern Cape and hoped that they would enjoy their stay in Kimberley
	        


	3
	Matters Arising
	All

	
	· Minutes of the previous meeting were noted and adopted
· In terms of membership, members reiterated the inclusion of metro economists and also agreed that economists from national government should be invited to meetings. However, one would not necessarily what to flood the steer comm with over-representation.  As such, invites should be limited to National Treasury and Economic Development.  
· The PSEF vision on the website needs to be updated
· Mr Court stated that he will look at updating the Terms of Reference and will distribute this for comment.
· Ms Shange indicated that a number of the issues pertaining to the website which were raised at the previous meeting have now been addressed.  These included improving security, removing email addresses and categorising research papers.  
· It was noted that the link to the 6th annual congress’s presentations was still broken.  Mr Court resolved to resend/re-upload these presentations
· It was suggested that all PEROs/SEROs/MERO be uploaded on website.  Having the PEROs/SEROs on the website can help with standardisation and guidelines for provinces.  
· Ms Benade raised the point that the documents are very large.  It was then resolved that, for big documents, up to date weblinks are sent to the website administrator.
· Other economic documents that could be uploaded include quarterly publications (like Cape Town’s EPIC) and provincial growth and development strategies from economic development departments.    
· Mr Joseph suggested that provincial Research agendas should also be shared /communicated through the website.  Listing of projects which provinces are currently undertaking or planning to undertake can help with benchmarking.  Members agreed that this was a good idea.
· An automated notification of newly uploaded documents, was proposed by members.  
· All forum members were encouraged to visit the website as much as possible.
	

	5
	Follow-up discussion on SAMs
	Chair, All

	
	· As a follow up to the previous meetings presentation by Conningarth, members provided feedback concerning the development of SAMs in their departments
· None of the provinces had yet to conclude any agreements with Conningarth Economists for the updating of the provincial SAMs
· Mr Van Vuuren questioned Conningarth’s pricing, saying that it was exorbitant.  He highlighted the difference between a SAM model or tool of the like Conningarth is proposing and a basic SAM.  In terms of the latter, Mr Van Vuuren indicated that Quantec could build a basic SAM model for a much lower cost.
· NC Treasury raised the fact that caution should be exercised as a lot of money could be spent on a tool or product that was only used less frequently throughout the year
· Some provinces (Free State; Gauteng and KZN) were considering building CGE tools rather than purchasing a SAM tool
	

	4
	Presentation on the Digging Deeper Project
	Shirley Robinson GTAC

	
	· A presentation was done by Shirley Robinson from GTAC
· Ms Robinson highlighted the 12 data projects that the Technical Working Group was busy with, including: economic classification of businesses; Physical address alignment; Disaggregated UIF information; Urban Economic Research; eCamp study; Metro economic geography pilot; Township economic dynamics; Manufacturing Sector Dynamics; Youth Unemployment Patterns, among others.
· Members of the working group include; SARS, NT, CSIR, StatsSA and various government departments (Labour, DTI), SALGA, HSRC and Metros
· Ms Robinson encouraged members of the forum to familiarise themselves with the activities of the working group and to share any relevant information with the working group.
· Mr Van Vuuren encouraged provincial treasuries and economic development departments to build strong partnerships with the provincial StatsSA offices.
· Mr Court indicated that StatsSA were planning on releasing unofficial data, which may include provincial GDP estimates
	

	5
	Presentation of the findings of the World Bank Cost of Doing Business Study
	Shirley Robinson GTAC

	
	· A presentation was done by Shirley Robinson from GTAC
· She highlighted that the World Bank report was inspired by the observation that the same economy was characterised by different regulatory processes in different locations.
· The study tracked six indicators, namely starting a business; construction permits; registration of property; getting electricity; enforcing contracts; and trading across borders.
· No City seemed to be outperforming others in all the six indicators.
· Members suggested complementary indicators/studies on cost of living and an investment climate analysis  
· It was suggested that other cities be included in future studies. Members discussed ways to approach researchers for the inclusion of other non-metro emerging cities.
· The idea of a roving category for an emergent city be included, i.e Msunduzi may be in this round of the study but Rustenburg in the next, or Nelspruit etc..
· There was a suggestion by Mr Sani that the forum write a letter to National Treasury to ask them to include some of the smaller cities (Nelspruit; Kimberley etc)
· Members ultimately resolved that this was not the role of the Forum and that individual provinces should petition National Treasury on their own accord.  
· This led to a discussion as to whether the forum has an advocacy role.  The Forum does indeed have this role but only insofar as the issues pertain equally to all members. 
	

	6
	Training opportunities and upcoming events
	All

	
	· The following events were noted:
· ERSA conference (SARB)	August
· ESSA (UCT)			September
· TIPS conference (WITS)	July
· Funding Fair (KZN)		July
· There will also be a CGE course at the University of Pretoria in July
	

	7
	Way Forward: Next Meeting and Annual Congress
	Chair, All

	
	· It was proposed that the next venue for the Steer Comm in September be East London.  In the absence of the Eastern Cape the Chairperson said that he would follow up with them.
· It was agreed that the Annual Congress should be hosted by either the North West or Limpopo
· There was some discussion about the costs of hosting the congress, with figures provided by Free State; Mpumalanga; Gauteng and the City of Cape Town
· Ms Benade suggested that delegates send two representatives to minimise the number of attendees at the Congress. This will help those provinces that do not have a big budget for hosting.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It was resolved that North West and Limpopo should provide steer comm members with a proposal for the congress at the next steering committee meeting

· The Chairperson thanked everyone for coming and wished everyone a safe journey
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